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Sir: 



In response to the Examiner's Election of Species Requirement of 
December 17, 2004, applicants elect provisionally, with traverse, the species of 
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the invention in which the gene delivery compound is one which comprises a 
single chain binding polypeptide and a nucleic acid binding moiety (Species (A)) 
to which the claims shall be restricted should no generic claim be finally held 
allowable. 

The Examiner required also that the above species be defined further by 
the marker to be bound thereby, the type of nucleic acid binding moiety, the 
therapeutic gene to be bound thereby, and the conjugate thereof. Applicants 
define further the above species as one in which the marker to be bound is 
erbB2, the nucleic acid binding moiety is salmon protamine, the therapeutic gene 
to be bound is a tumor suppressor gene, and the conjugate is C6ML3-9 sFv'-SP. 

The claims which read upon the above species as further defined are 
Claims 1 to 22, 26, and 29. 

Traversal of the Examiner's election of species requirement is with 
respect to species (A) to (E). Species (A) is defined by the Examiner as a gene 
delivery compound comprising a single chain binding polypeptide and a nucleic 
acid binding moiety. Species (B) to (E) are defined by the Examiner as being 
gene delivery compounds comprising the above elements and an additional 
effector segment. Accordingly, Species (A) is generic to Species (A) to (E). 
The species are, therefore, not mutually exclusive as required under Patent 
Office practice (see MPEP §806. 4(f)). 
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In view of the foregoing, an early and favorable Action is requested 
respectfully. 

This Request is accompanied by a Petition for Extension of Time to 
respond to the Examiner's Action. 
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Attorney for Applicants 
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